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and time permit.    But it is not possible for me to do so for some
time to come.    Meanwhile, friends have urged me to publish the
correspondence without  delay.    I  appreciate  the force  of their
reasoning, and, therefore, present the readers of Young India  with
a portion of it this week.   The main part of the contention raised
in the letter1 to Hakimji stands good even in the light of subse-
quent experience.   But, in justice to the Jail officials, I must add
that, so far as my physical comfort was concerned,   progressively
better facilities were given to me. Mr. Banker, much   to my joy,
was restored to me.  The marking  line referred to in the first letter
to Hakimji was done away with, and both of us had a run of the
whole yard.     On   Mr. Banker's  discharge,  without any request
on my part, the then Superintendent, Major Jones, obtained the
Government's permission to send Mr. Manser Ali Sokta to me as a
companion, a consideration which I very greatly esteemed.    For,
Mr. Manser Ali Sokta was not only  a valuable companion, but
was also an ideal Urdu teacher for me.    Soon after, Mr. Indulal
Yagnik came and added to our pleasure.   Major Jones then trans-
ferred us three to the European ward where we had superior ac-
commodation and not a bad garden in front of us.  On Mr. Manser
Ali   Sokta's   discharge,   Major   Jones's   successor,   Col.  Murray,
obtained the Government's permission  to put Mr, Abdul Gani
with me as a companion who, in addition to giving Mr. Yagnik
and myself joy, replaced Mr. Manser Ali Sokta as my Urdu tea-
cher and took great pains in order to improve my Urdu calligra-
phy.   Had my sickness not interrupted the course, he would have
made of me a passable Urdu scholar.   So far, therefore, as my
physical comforts were concerned, both the Government and the
Jail officials did all that could possibly be expected to make me
happy.  And if I suffered from illness now and then, it is my firm
belief that neither the Government nor the Jail authorities could
in any way be blamed.   I was allowed to choose my own diet and
both Major Jones and Col. Murray, as also in this respect Col.
Dalziel,  who preceded Major Jones,  strictly respected  all my
scruples about diet.    The European jailers too were most atten-
tive and courteous.   I cannot recall a single occasion when they
can be said to have unduly interfered with me.   And even whilst
I was subjected to ordinary jail inspection, to which I cheerfully
submitted, they carried it out considerately and even apologetical-
ly.   I entertain high  regard  for   both   Major Jones   and   Col.
Murray as men.    They never let me feel that I was a prisoner.
1 Vide "Letter to Hatim Ajmal Khan", 14-4-1922.